
 

I:\SLF\55\INF-11.doc 

 

 

E 

 
 
SUB-COMMITTEE ON STABILITY AND 
LOAD LINES AND ON FISHING VESSELS 
SAFETY 
55th session 
Agenda item 9 

 
SLF 55/INF.11 

14 December 2012 
 ENGLISH ONLY 

 
DEVELOPMENT OF PROVISIONS TO ENSURE THE INTEGRITY AND UNIFORM 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 1969 TM CONVENTION 
 

Comments on the report of the correspondence group 
 

Submitted by the International Association of Classification Societies (IACS) 
 
 

SUMMARY 

Executive summary: This document provides at the annexes some diagrams to support 
the Sub-Committee's further consideration of the draft Unified 
Interpretations 

Strategic direction: 2 

High-level action: 2.0.1 

Planned output: 2.0.1.5 

Action to be taken: Paragraph 14 

Related documents: SLF 55/9, SLF 55/INF.2 and SLF 55/9/2 

 
Background 
 
1 This document is submitted in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 6.12.5 
of the Guidelines on the organization and method of work of the Maritime Safety Committee 
and the Marine Environment Protection Committee and their subsidiary bodies 
(MSC-MEPC.1/Circ.4/Rev.2). 
 
2 The Sub-Committee, at its fifty-fourth session (16 to 20 January 2012), agreed to 
establish a correspondence group, under the coordination of the United States, in which 
IACS was able to participate. 
 
3 IACS has provided comments on the report of the correspondence group (SLF 55/9 
and SLF 55/INF.2) in document SLF 55/9/2. 
 
Discussion 
 
4 In paragraph 5 of document SLF 55/9/2, IACS advises that a number of explanatory 
diagrams have now been prepared with the aim of further clarifying and explaining the 
Unified Interpretations to the end-users.  These diagrams are provided at the annexes to this 
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document.  The issue numbers referred to are those used by the correspondence group as 
contained in documents SLF 55/9 and SLF 55/INF.2. 
 
5 Annex 1 presents a diagram to address issue 1.b "Determining least moulded 
depth" for cases where a raked keel is present. 
 
6 Annex 2 presents a diagram illustrating spaces which should be considered as an 
enclosed space in situations where there is an obstruction outside an end opening.  
This relates to Issue 5.b "Impact of end opening obstructions". 
 
7 Annex 3 relates to issue 5.c "Excluding space opposite an end opening as a recess" 
and gives a number of examples for recesses and states whether they are considered to be 
a recess or not.  
 
8 Annex 4 illustrates excluded spaces related to side openings.  This is relevant to 
issue 5.d "Characteristics of end and side openings". 
 
9 Annex 5 illustrates included and excluded spaces in a side passageway where a 
false ceiling has been fitted, issue 5.e "Deck structure height requirements for side 
openings". 
 
10 Annex 6 relates to issue 5.f "Restrictions on excluding space below uncovered 
openings" and illustrates included and excluded spaces where there is an opening in the 
deck. 
 
11 Annex 7 provides some examples of moon pool arrangements.  This is relevant to 
issue 6.c "Treatment of moon pools". 
 
12 Annex 8 presents three different tonnage certificate examples and proposed 
addenda to show the difficulties sometimes encountered with the limited space that is 
available on the mandated format of the certificate in the Convention.  This is relevant to 
discussions under issue 9.a "Listing of spaces on the certificate". 
 
13 Annex 9 illustrates methods for determining the length of a space for use on the 
tonnage certificate.  It is relevant to issue 9.b "Specifying lengths on the certificate". 
 
Action requested of the Sub-Committee 
 
14 As proposed in paragraphs 5 and 6 of document SLF 55/9/2, the Sub-Committee is 
invited to consider the annexed diagrams for incorporation into the draft Unified 
Interpretations of the 1969 Tonnage Convention and to decide as appropriate. 
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