
Update to Portable Fire Extinguishers on  
Commercial Fishing Industry Vessels  August 2016 

EXISTING VESSELS <65 ft. Contracted PRIOR to August 22, 2016: 
     --May continue to follow previous standards for number and 
servicing until extinguishers are replaced. 
 
 

ALL VESSELS 65 ft. & Greater: 
     --Follow updated Table and NFPA 10 Maintenance & Inspection 
standards. 
 

NEW VESSELS Contracted AFTER August 22, 2016: 
     --Follow updated Table and NFPA 10 Maintenance & Inspection 
standards. 

Updated Federal requirements for fire extinguishing systems went into effect August, 22, 2016.  This update harmonizes the Classification and 
Rating of extinguishers with other safety standards and uses a more detailed performance based system.  It also strengthens monthly inspections 
(by vessel owner, operator or crew) and annual maintenance (by certified technician) of portable fire extinguishers.  Existing vessels <65 ft will 
have a phase-in period, vessels 65 ft+ will comply immediately with the equipment and have a phase-in period for maintenance/inspection. 



Maintenance (Annual) & Inspections (Monthly) (Ref. NFPA-10) 
7.1.2.1. Persons performing (annual) maintenance and recharging of 
extinguishers shall be certified. 
7.1.2.3. Persons performing (monthly) inspections shall not be required 
to be certified. 
 
7.2.1.2.1. Fire extinguishers and Class D extinguishing agents shall be 
inspected at least once per calendar month. 

7.2.2. (Monthly) Inspection Procedures. Periodic inspection or 
electronic monitoring of fire extinguishers shall include a check of at 
least the following items: 

• Location in designated place 
• No obstruction to access or visibility 
• Pressure gauge reading or indicator in the operable range or 
position 
• Fullness determined by weighing or hefting 
• Condition of tires, wheels, carriage, hose, and nozzle for 
wheeled extinguishers 
• Indicator for non-rechargeable extinguishers using push-to-test  
pressure indicators 

7.2.2.2.  Where required by 7.2.2.1. (high risk areas, exposure to 
abnormal temps or corrosive atmosphere-salt spray), the following 
inspection procedures shall be in addition to those addressed in 7.2.2.: 

• Verify that the operating instructions on nameplates are 
legible and face outward. 
• Check for broken or missing safety seals and temper indicators 
• Examine for obvious physical damage, corrosion, leakage, or 
clogged nozzle 

7.3.6.3 Non-rechargeable fire extinguishers shall not be required to 
have a 6-year internal examination and shall not be hydrostatically 
tested but shall be removed from service at a maximum interval of 
12 years form the date of manufacture. 

7.3.2 Annual External Examination (performed by certified technician): .1-
Physical Condition. External visual examination to detect obvious physical 
damage, corrosion, or nozzle blockage. Verify the operating instructions are 
present, legible, and facing forward;  determine if a 6-year internal 
examination or hydrostatic test is due. .2-Seals or Tamper Indicators. 
Tamper seal of a rechargeable fire extinguisher shall be removed by 
operating the pull pin or locking device and replaced with new seal. .3-
Boots, Rings and Attachments. Removed for exam. 

7.3.6 Six-Year Internal Examination of Certain Types of Extinguishers. 
Every 6 years, stored-pressure fire extinguishers that require a 12-
year hydrostatic test shall be emptied and subjected to the 
applicable internal and external examination procedures as detailed 
in the manufacturer’s service manual and this standard (NFPA-10). 

The date of manufacture can be located as follows: 
* The label on the cylinder (I.E. 2003).  
* On the bottom of the cylinder you may have an engraved 2-digit 
number (I.E. 03).  
For Kidde products, the following applies: 
* Below the label you may have a printed number (I.E.1205322022). 
The second 2 numbers from the end represent the year, in this 
example it would be 02 for 2002. 
*If your fire extinguisher was made in Mexico the printed number 
will read like this: 
L2103071146 
L2 = Production line 
103 = Day of the year 
07 = Year 
1146 = Time 



Not serviceable 
12yr Expiration 

Note: Proper Brackets are Also 
Required for Approval 

Look for Classification 
Rating under the UL label 

Columbia Fire & Safety Co (503) 325-7479 
Cintas Fire Protection (844) 287-1955 
Fireguard Ext Service (360) 532-4311 
C&S Fire-Safe Services (541) 673-1337 
www.csfiresafe.com or Gary (541) 297-3634 
Industrial Source (541) 267-7049 
www.industrialsource.com  
Umpqua Valley Fire Services (800) 842-3300 
www.umpquavalleyfireservices.com  
Valley Fire Control (866) 668-3412 
www.sac.to/valleyfirecontrol  

Servicing Companies 

Manufacturers 
Amerex (205) 655 3281 www.amerex-fire.com   Ansul (800) 862-6785 www.ansul.com  
Badger (800) 446-3857 www.badgerfire.com   Buckeye (704) 739-7415 www.buckeyf.com  
Fireboy (866) 350-9500 www.fireboy-xintex.com   Kidde (800) 880-6788 www.kidde.com  
First Alert (800) 323-9005 www.firstalert.com  Sea-Fire (410) 687-5500 sea-fire.com   
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